
iv
Preface

here are sixty-six books in the Bible, thirty-nine in the Old Tes-
tament, and twenty-seven in the New Testament. It was written

by about forty men, beginning thirty-five hundred years ago. The
last book was written near the end of the first century AD. Some of
the authors are unknown, but all of them were guided by the Holy
Spirit of God. That means God is the ultimate author of the Bible.
Indeed, there are many places, especially in the New Testament,
where the authors speak of the scriptures as the word of God.
Therefore, the Bible is truly the book from heaven. The men God
used to write its words were all Hebrews (the descendants of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob), for they were God’s chosen people.

The first book of the Old Testament is called Genesis. It tells
about the beginning of the world, and about the patriarchs of the
Hebrew people. The next four books contain the law of Moses.
They also tell about the creation of the nation of Israel. Moses was
the author of the first five books. They are called the Pentateuch,
meaning five. Jews call them the Torah, meaning law. The Israelites
were later called Jews when only the tribe of Judah survived con-
quest. The next twelve books contain roughly a thousand years of
historical information about the Israelites, down to the fourth cen-
tury BC. The next five books contain writings of wisdom and
psalms. The remaining Old Testament books are primarily proph-
ecy.

The first four books of the New Testament tell about the life of
Christ. The fifth book is about the early history of his church. The
next twenty-one books contain information about Christianity and
instructions for Christians. The last one is a book of prophecy.

The Bible contains over 783,000 words. This brief description of
it contains about 123,000 words. That represents less than sixteen
percent of the Bible. Nevertheless, I tried to include all of the major
events and topics. Of course, I had to condense much of what it
says, and only give the gist. Also I omitted much of the detail, such
as long lists of names, as well as some lesser events. Of necessity I
had to make many judgments about what to exclude. Therefore,
you must keep in mind that this is just a simple description of what
is in the Bible. Yet it will give you a good acquaintance with it. And
once you become acquainted, I hope you will want to know more
about that greatest of all books—the word of God.
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You may also want to read the full edition of my description of
the Bible. It contains about 345,000 words, which is three times as
many as this description. That represents forty-four percent of the
Bible. If we can compare the Bible to the body of a man, then this
condensed edition would be like seeing a line drawing of him.
While the full edition would be more like seeing his photograph. Of
course, no description can replace the real thing. Therefore, you
should eventually graduate to studying the Bible itself.

I strongly recommend using a dictionary for words you do not
recognize or are uncertain about. When I was young and foolish I
belittled the importance of a good vocabulary. Yet I have learned
that the smartest people work hard to learn new words. Words are
tools for the mind to build wisdom and intelligence. Therefore, if
you want to be smart, work hard to learn new words. And one of the
best ways is to refer to a dictionary while reading serious books.
Develop that good habit and it will bless you all your life. Your
mind will grow stronger. 

Nevertheless, if you think that might be too distracting initially
then you might want to read first as an overview. After which you
could go back and study the material more carefully with the aid of
a dictionary and a Bible. But regardless of how you choose to learn
about the Holy Bible, you can be sure the more you gain knowledge
and understanding of it, the greater will be the positive affect upon
your soul.

Finally, a word of warning about modern English translations.
Most of them (including the popular NIV) distort the original text
of the Bible with many changes. The authors of those translations
use the so-called “dynamic equivalent” method, which is simply a
flattering euphemism for loose translating. The only thing dynamic
about the method is to aggressively corrupt the original text with
their opinions instead of faithful translation. The authors of them
make many guesses about what the scriptures mean, then they
choose words to make it easy to read. Such versions are very popu-
lar because they have chosen the wide path, which Jesus con-
demned when he said, “Enter ye in by the narrow gate, because
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction,
and many are they who enter through it. How narrow is the
gate, and restricted the way, that leads to life, and few are those
who find it” (Matthew. 7:13-14).

Those kinds of versions vary in how loosely they translate, but
none of them are trustworthy. They are all corrupted, more or less,
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with many instances of interpretation instead of translation. Among
the greatest offenders are the “easy-to-read” style versions. Con-
sider just one example of how loosely they translate. Below are
translations of Romans 7:9 from three legitimate versions:

For I was alive without the law once: but when the com-
mandment came, sin revived, and I died (King James Ver-
sion).
I was alive once without the law, but when the command-
ment came, sin revived and I died (New King James Version).
I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the com-
mandment came, sin became alive and I died (New American
Standard Version).

Here is how the Living Bible translates that passage: “That is why I
felt fine so long as I did not understand what the law really
demanded. But when I learned the truth, I realized that I had broken
the law and was a sinner, doomed to die.” Can you not see how dif-
ferent it reads? It is not what the Bible says, it is what the author
thinks it means.

It is wrong to paraphrase the holy scriptures or reword them to
make the text seem modern and always easy to read. It perverts and
debases the message. Perhaps the most guilty of that are the Bible
story books for children. Simplified descriptions of the Bible for
children can be useful, but they should never be called Bibles.
Moreover, no publication should contain pictures of Bible charac-
ters, because all such things are deceitful. If you want something
for children, try Selected Scriptures from the Holy Bible: Readings
for the Young, compiled by Genelle Porter. You can also learn more
about many of the issues related to translating the Bible from my
article Preserving the Word of God at my website. The internet
address is www.stillvoices.org.

“Now to the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, alone wise,
to God is honor and glory into the ages of the ages. Truly” (1st
Timothy 1:17).

NOTE: The scriptures I quote are from the ACV (A Conservative Version), unless other-
wise stated. Also I use gender relevant words in their historic meaning.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


